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A. Project description

1 The project “Strengthening capacities in the Western Balkans countries to address
environmental hot spots through an integrated approach, Albanian Component” is
implemented by UNDP Country Offices in Western Balkans with financial
support of the Netherlands government. The Project develop a regional, multi-
sectoral demonstration programme around demand driven projects in six locations
in the region suffering from the legacy of polluting industries and requiring
industrial renewal, environmental cleanup and new economic initiative. It aims at
achieving significant improvement of environmental situation and quality of life
for citizens living in and around polluted areas through least cost measures,
improved local and national policy dialogue and integration, and increased supply
of domestic professional services in the sustainable development sector. While the
main focus will be the physical works needed to mitigate environmental problems,
institutional strengthening and capacity building will be a major theme running
throughout the programme.

2 The specific objective of the proposed project is to support the Albanian
Government to:

e Secure progress in clean-up and remediation of Bajza hotspot, raise awareness
and strengthen capacities for good environmental management at local and
national level,

e Enhanced regional co-operation through improved information sharing
progress and supply of professional consultancy services regarding good
environmental management

3 The project is implemented in cooperation with the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Water Administration (MoEFWA) and the Ministry of Public Works,
Transport and Telecommunication (MoPWTT).

A.1l Scope

4 The present assessment is one of the expected outcomes of the project. It focuses
on conducting an Assessment of capacity building needs of the national and local
stakeholders, through analyzing the present institutional and legal framework
including comparison of the Albanian regulatory and assessment system with
European Standards/best international practices. Particular emphasizes is paid to
hazardous waste, chemicals/pesticides /waste management and contaminated sites
management, Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment, Environmental Impact
Assessment, Climate Change and Protected Area.

5 Albania is the third country in the Western Balkans to have signed a Stabilization
and Association Agreement (SAA), which establishes a comprehensive
contractual framework between the EU and Albania and represents an important
step on Albania's path towards the EU. Albania, as all other countries in the
region, is in full process of aligning their legislation to the environmental acquis,
as part of the Stabilization and Association process. This is one of the main
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driving forces for adoption of high environmental standards and it can support
efficiently the compliance with Multilateral Environmental Agreements.

This assessment identifies needs at local and national level where institutional
strengthening and capacity building are necessary for improving:

e sustainable development,
e hazardous waste management and
e management of natural resources

A.2 Methodology

7

10

The assessment was conducted through desk research and field work, mainly in
Tirana and Shkodra region, focusing specifically at Bajza Hot spot, as the main
target area of this project. The study part of the work consisted on the review of
documents available on the different national and international, national strategies,
policies and reports on the implementation of environmental protection
framework. Among the reviewed documents, the following ones can be mentioned
specifically: The National Strategy for Environment and Integration, The National
Plan for the Implementation of the Stabilization and Association Agreement 2007
- 2012, Progress Monitoring for the countries of South East Europe ("pre-
candidates"), Enhancing MEA Implementation in the Balkans, Environmental
Enforcement and Compliance in South Eastern Europe. [reference Annex no. 01:
List of reviewed reports and documents”]. In addition, the Albanian
environmental legal framework is cross checked for reviewing institutional
hierarchy and relationships and standards set up for the topic of this assessment.

The field work consisted on semi-structured interviews [reference Annex. no.03:
“Sample of questions in conducted semi-structured interviews” and Annex no. 04:
List of interviewed persons/Institutions] held with 14 representatives of national,
regional and local stakeholders. Several types of questionnaires are designed to
match with the typology of different institutions and involved actors with hot
spots at all levels. The collected information and opinions helped on the
identification of the legal and institutional gaps and capacity needs at the national
and local level, and draw recommendations on how they should be addressed.

The vertical dimension of the assessed institutional structure included the national
level (Tirana), regional level (Shkodra Region) and local level (Kastrati
Commune: Bajza hot spot area). The horizontal dimension was extended to all in-
line Ministries working on environmental field, civil emergency structures,
environmental monitoring, health monitoring, etc. In addition, the institutional
structures of the regional and local level are considered: Qark and prefectures,
REAs presence of academic institutions, etc.

In the frame of this assignment, a sample project fiche is developed and
distributed to local authorities in Shkodra region in order to identify thematic
areas for the implementation of demonstration projects. The information retrieved
and data provided by the local authorities represents a wide range of needs varying
from small environmental infrastructure projects to institutional development. The
author did not undertake either any in depth research or feasibility assessment of
this collection of pilot demonstration project fiches, as it was considered out of the
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11

scope of the Assessment [reference Part II, Annex. no.01: “Sample of the project
fiche for identification of demonstration projects”]

The assessment builds on synergies within other implemented programs within
Albania and the region: UNDP environmental program, ENVSEC SEE program
(e.g. chemicals waste management at hotspot sites, reduction of transboundary
risks and pollution), BERCEN/ECENA programs (e.g on compliance and
enforcement through the environmental inspectorates in SEE region). It also draws
on the findings of the ELPA project under the CARDS support and the REReP
implemented by the Regional Environment Center for Central and Eastern Europe.

A.3 Conclusions and Recommendations

12

13

14

15
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The assessment is based on the analyses of the current situation of institutional set
up, compliance and enforcement of laws and regulations, the shared
responsibilities at vertical level and perception of the local population.

The analysis clearly indicates differing stages of development in comparison to
EU or Western Balkan countries. The further progress of Albania in the process of
accession to the European Union (EU) — will increase the importance to deal
with proper management of environmental hotspots in all levels, hopefully using
the knowledge and experience by the advancement of other countries in the
region. In addition, it is hoped, the capacity development and knowledge transfer
can be performed relatively easily.

Although the environmental laws and regulations of Albania are being upgraded
and reviewed, the overall weak point is completion and the existing legislation in
regard to hotspot management, and the implementation and enforcement of new
regulations and laws in parallel to capacity development and resources allocation.
The basic ingredients: drafting sub-laws, establishing proper monitoring systems,
including data compilation and retrieval systems, hardware and software to
support these systems and training for personnel in the hotspot management cycle
should be established or further developed. Although not being the primary target
of this assessment, it clearly indicates the shortcomings related to system
functioning: clear division of responsibilities among different units within given
institutions, communication and cooperation at horizontal and vertical levels.

The information available for Hot Spots in Albania, on the required scope of this
assessment, differs greatly and, this, results in specific sections of the assessment
being more developed than others, where information was scarce. Due to lack of
information or in-country clear methodologies on defining hotspots and managing
them, individuals and institutions might have different perceptions of the words
used, the questions asked and the way they are presented. One has to remember
that Albania had neither worked and described in depth the hotspot management
systems, nor have Albanian Institutions ever before analyzed their needs for
capacity development. The prioritization of these various shortcomings should one
of the first steps in addressing the overall challenge of proper management of Hot
spot in Albania.

In the framework of this assessment, the identified needs on Capacity
Development are not prioritized. The ways to reach this target are quite different,
and goes beyond the scope of this assignment. They mainly represent the existing
gaps and help on drawing recommendations for future interventions. Any support
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scheme for Capacity Development would need further Institutional dialogue and
broader participation of the beneficiaries, in order to design specific programs
leading to sustainable system changes.

17 The following main conclusions are drawn from the main chapters, according to
required ToRs:

At National Level:

Albania has adjusted the laws and regulations to the new political reality, and
this legislation is in the process of implementation. The country expects
assistance from the European Union (EU) and other international donors and
countries.

MoEFWA is the key structure at the national level responsible for the policy
and legal framework development. But the institutional capacities and
functioning is far of being efficient and playing the primary role for the Hot
spot management.

Different structures at MoEFWA and Agency of Environment and Forestry
claim non clear division of tasks and responsibilities, in addition to weak or no
communication channels established practically.

Various ministries cooperate weakly on environmental issues, and it is based
mostly on personal relations rather than formal relations. Ministry of Public
Works and Ministry of Interiors cooperate hardly at all in environmental
issues, even though hotspot areas are under their administration.

Further need for modernization of the legal framework is evident in such
trends as the movement from sectoral monitoring, inspection and management
of specific hotspot areas goes to a more integrated approach. This requires the
framework law and other specific laws to be fine-tuned and implemented.

Data storage and data-retrieval systems are underdeveloped. Albania still
relies to a great extent on paper archives. Electronic archiving is on its way in
Albania, but hardware and software is urgently required, along with training in
the use of this equipment.

Monitoring and reporting on the state of the environment is weak, considering
the human resources and information available.

Small and simple monitoring equipment to be used in emergency situations is
lacking, which hinders quick response to environmental accidents.

At National, Regional and Local Level

There is limited staff and knowledge available for the development of
management plans of identified hotspot area. Specific job descriptions should
be developed to appointed staff in Inspectorate of Environment and different
directorates, which cover the hotspot management and monitoring issues. This
approach should be not limited only at MoEFWA, but also at other involved
Ministries. In addition, it should be extended to authorities at regional level
(Qark) and Local level (Municipalities and Communes)

There is lack of knowledge and application for SEA procedures for the areas
where hotspot is identified. Models and case studies are needed as part of the
technical assistance through trainings for the involved staff of different
Ministries and institutions, both at national and region level.

The Inspectorate of Environment indicates a lack of personnel with the legal
training, necessary to develop structured compliance monitoring, consistent
non-compliance response, and enforcement procedures
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The programme compliance inspection is weak.

At Regional and Local Level

Mostly regional and local authorities strongly indicate the need for training —
including courses in law framework — and they need better support in the area
of human resources. Special emphasis should be given to MEAs and their
obligations for different authorities.

Training is very much undervalued in Albania. Management gets no training
whatsoever, while other staff receive only a few days per year, if any. The lack
of staff training makes for very static organizations. In addition, no specific
training related to different hotspots is designed.

Public awareness and action is very weak in areas around the hotspots. There
is lack of specific school programs at school to prevent health impacts.

NGO action is still weak and based on ad-hoc action, mainly as reaction to
specific emergency cases.

Local authorities pay no active role on informing the public regarding different
aspects related to Hot spot presence, impacts and potential interventions.'

" Note: For each of the fields and identified conclusions, one or more recommendations are drawn. The
recommendations are marked with the symbol ® at the beginning of the respective paragraph or
sentence.
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B.

Assessment of the present legal and

iInstitutional situation

on hazardous chemicals/pesticides/waste management and contaminated sites
management, SEA, EIA, climate change and protected area

B.1 Introduction

18

19

20

Although many plants built during the socialist era have now been closed, they
continue to pollute the environment and adversely affect the health of local
populations. The abandonment of most of this industrial infrastructure as a result
of the economic changes in 1990 has left many areas of heavily contaminated
land. In 2000, UNEP analyzed the conditions at a number of the most
contaminated industrial sites in Albania. Their findings clearly identify the current
serious pollution and dangers to public health, particularly through the
contamination of water. Due to its different scope, the capacity development
component was tackled in brief without any gap analyses and proposed measures
plan at national or local level. Nevertheless, approximately % of decade passed
since then, therefore such analyses are crucial on addressing the issue not only
reviewing the progress on environmental remediation and recovery, but also
identifying country needs and projecting future institutional development changes.

Over the past decade, Albania undertook legislative reforms and has brought the
environmental institutional structures in line with the new reality. The country has
realized that changes are necessary, and therefore, new laws are drafted
accordingly. But, in many cases, due to many pressure and limiting factors, little
attention is paid to hotspots. Too little attention is paid to the institutional capacity
and capability required to make the address this issue properly. Some of
difficulties include:

* lack of human, technical and financial resources;

* unclear positions and share of tasks of environmental-responsible authorities
within governmental structure;

* insufficient regulatory frameworks;

« ineffective compliance and enforcement activities;

* non-compliance with multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) and
slow progress on transposition of legal framework with acquis communaitaire;
and

* lack of public participation.

Through this project, UNDP Country Offices in Western Balkans assists and
promotes enforcement of regulations and introduce proper hotspot management
standards and take demonstration action of hotspot remediation in Albania and
throughout SEE by disseminating information, undertake studies and assessments,
and finding ways for participating countries to cooperate and develop
demonstration projects of hotspot remediation. Different national stakeholders are
considered to work together on projects to make progress in the application and
implementation of environmental legislation and to increase the effectiveness of
different enforcement agencies in national, regional and local level.
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B.2 Waste Management

21
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Albania is working both on the developing and completing the legal framework
and remediation of some of the Hot spot areas. Work is ongoing on the
rehabilitation of the Sharra landfill in the municipality of Tirana and on the
wastewater treatment plant of the Ballshi Oil Refinery, on-site disposal of
hazardous waste and contaminated material in the Fier Nitrate Fertilizer Plant. A
project to assess environmental impact at the Patos-Marinez oil field started in
April 2007. However, the work in the Rubik Copper Smelter has not yet started.

The progress in implementing the Stabilization and Association Process (SAP) is
also a strong driving factor on achieving the needed standards for addressing the
hotspot issues. Although the Progress Report (Nov.007) states that “there has been
little progress in the area of waste management. Work is ongoing on the
rehabilitation of the Sharra landfill in the municipality of Tirana and on the
wastewater treatment plant of the Ballshi Oil Refinery. ... Minor hot spots persist.
An accurate inventory of all hot spots, accompanied by an environmental impact
assessment, is necessary before any new interventions are planned. There is no
clear strategy for the disposal of municipal solid waste. Uncontrolled dumping
and burning of waste continue to pose environmental and health risks.
Preparations in the field of waste management are not very advanced”.

Industrial waste: The collection and disposal of industrial waste is the
responsibility of the producer. Information on the quantity or types of industrial
waste is not collected. Precise information concerning its fate is not available,
although it is known that much of it is disposed of at municipal waste sites, some
is kept at the site of production, but some of it is also dumped at unauthorized
locations. Based on a comparison with other countries and assuming that
generation is proportional to GDP, the level of industrial waste generation in
Albania is estimated to be in the region of 170 000 tones per annum, of which a
proportion would be classified as hazardous.

Hazardous waste: Legislation has recently been introduced to address the
management of hazardous waste in Albania. However, at present there is no
reliable data concerning the levels of hazardous waste actually generated. Recent
studies undertaken in connection with preparations for the construction of a
properly engineered hazardous waste landfill site indicate about 3 - 4% of
industrial waste is hazardous (excluding clinical waste and hazardous elements of
domestic waste), a level comparable with that of other Mediterranean countries. A
critical issue which arises in this context is how to deal with the legacy of past
activity, including the uncontrolled dumping of hazardous wastes, hot spot
pollution and the storage of unused, outdated or banned chemicals.

The government has embraced the “polluter pays” principle, but current
legislation does not allow this concept to be implemented in practice. The
collection rate for fines is very low (15%) and environmental inspectors lack
adequate resources to carry out their duties.




Assessment of Capacity Building Needs of National and Local Stakeholders

26 Current Legal Framework

The residues management legal framework includes the following legal acts:

e Law No. 8934 dated 05.09.2002. “On Environmental Protection”

e Law No. 9010, dated 11.02.2003 “On environmental management of
solid waste,

e DCM “On the Approval of an Albanian Waste Classification
Catalogue

e “Law No. 9537, dated 18.5.2006, “On the Management of Hazardous
Waste”

27 Current Institutional Framework

According to Law No. 9010, dated 11.02.2003 “On the Environmental
Management of Solid waste” solid waste management is the responsibility of
the following institutions: MoEFWA, MoPWTT, MoH, MoETE, and
MoAFCP.

e The Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Water Administration,
which has only one expert for the residues and dangerous residues
issues, located at the Directorate of Pollution Prevention Policies;

e The Ministry of Public Works, Transport and Telecommunications,
which has an Urban waste Sector, with 3 personnel members (for
urban residues and construction residues (passives), on vehicle waste
and those who emerge from replacing of materials or consumed parts.
The new 2000 Law “On the organization and functioning of local
government” enforces the role of the municipalities to be involved in
urban waste management (collection, transportation, and elimination)
in local level. The law “On local tax” gives to the municipalities the
right to fix locative taxes on the city cleaning, paid by the families’
sector and the social-economic agents.

e The Ministry of Health is responsible for the hospitals’ waste;

e The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Energy is responsible on
industrial and quantitative waste

e The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Consumer Protection is
responsible for agriculture waste and animal growth/stockbreeding.

B.3 POLLUTION AND INDUSTRIAL RISKS

28. Current Legal Framework
The following conventions/protocols have been signed/ratified:

Protocol of Barcelona Convention “On Pollution Prevention in the
Mediterranean from the cross border Movement of hazardous waste and their
disposal”.

Convention “On the Cross Border Effects of Industrial Accidents”, ratified on
05.01.1994.

Convention “On the Ozone Layer Protection”, Protocol of Montreal.

Law No. 8463, dated 10.03.1999, “On the Accession of the Republic of
Albania to Vienna Convention on ozone layer protection and Montreal
Protocol on substances which dilute the ozone layer”;
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Law No. 9425, dated 06.10.2005, “On the Accession of the Republic of
Albania to 1979 Convention “On transboundary air pollution in big distance”.
Law No. 9480, dated 16.2.2006, “On the Accession of the Republic of Albania
to Copenhagen amendment of Montreal Protocol on substances which dilute
the ozone layer”;

Law No. 9484, dated 2.3.2006, “On the Accession of the Republic of Albania
to London amendment of Montreal Protocol on substances which dilute the
ozone layer”;

Law No. 9485, dated 6.3.2006, “On the Accession of the Republic of Albania
to Montreal amendment of Montreal Protocol on substances which dilute the
ozone layer”;

Law No. 9486, dated 6.3.2006, “On the Accession of the Republic of Albania
to Beijing amendment of Montreal Protocol on substances which dilute the
ozone layer”;

29. Current Institutional Framework

The institutions responsible for issues related to industrial pollution are
MoEFWA (drafting policies, acts, inspections, etc), Agency of Environment
and Forestry (monitoring), MoETE (implementation of discharging norms and
environmental quality, clean technology implementation, etc).

B.4 CHEMICALS

30. Current Legal Framework

Law No. 8934, dated 05.09.2002 “On environmental Protection”

Law No. 9108, dated 17.07.2003, “On substances and chemical preparations”
Law No. 9263, dated 29.07.2004, “On the ratification of Convention on
Persistent Organic Pollution”, (Stockholm Convention, POPs) Persistent
Organic Pollution”, (Stockholm Convention,

DCM no. 824, dated 11.12.2003, “On the classification, packing, labeling and
safe storage of dangerous substances and preparations”;

DCM no. 26, dated 31.01.1994, “On hazardous waste and wastes”;

DCM no. 447, dated 19.09.1994, “On the Banning of Asbestos as a Thermo-
isolating Material in all Forms of Construction”;

DCM no. 447, dated 16.09.1999, “On the Destruction of Toxic Waste Stored
in Military Depots”;

DCM dated 20.12.2006, “On the approval of the National Action Plan for the
elimination of organic resistant pollution”;

31. Current Institutional Framework

Chemical management issues follow under the responsibility of various
Ministries and these responsibilities are divided among them. MoEFWA (is
responsible for the chemicals, as industrial hazardous waste), MoETE (is
responsible for the chemicals, as material used in industry, including import-
export); MoAFCP (is responsible for the chemicals, as pesticides), MoPWTT
(is responsible for the chemicals, as urban waste), MOLSAEO (in this Ministry
there is an operational Job Inspectorate for employees protection in industry
from chemicals), MoH (is responsible for chemicals, as hospital waste and
medicines).
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B.5 NUCLEAR SAFETY AND RADIATION PROTECTION

32. Current Legal Framework

At present, due to a lack of in-country radioactive products and the particularly
limited use of radioactive sources for medical or industrial purposes, nuclear
safety and radiation protection have not been priorities in Albania. Therefore, this
field’s legislation has been in the view of Commission for Protection from
Radiation. Some Conventions are ratified, but not the Convention for Nuclear
Safety and additional protocol with IEAE. The current legislation in this field
includes the following:

Law No. 8095 dated 09.11.1995 “On the Protection from lonizing Radiation”,
based on the Convention for Protection from Radiation. It regulates the
management of radioactive residues in Albania;

Law No. 8934 dated 05.09.2002 “On the Protection of Environment”;

DCM No. 103 dated 31.03.2002 “On Environmental Monitoring in the
Republic of Albania”;

Law No. 8028, dated 9/11/1995 “On Protection from Radiation”;

Order No. 78, dated 27/03/2002 “On licensing the radiology cabinets and the
centres, which use ionizing radiation resources”, Leading Code for security
and safety of radioactive resources No. 1388, dated 14/04/2004;

Regulation on secure transport of radioactive waste No. 3918/1, dated
3/11/2004;

Regulation on radioactive waste treatment No. 3918/2, dated 3/11/2004;
Regulation on licensing and inspection of activities, which use ionizing
radiation, No 3918/3, dated 3/11/2004;

Regulation on secure usage of radioactive materials No. 3918/5, dated
3.11.2004;

Regulation of the Commission for Protection from Radiation No. 1470, dated
16/05/2005;

Order No. 37/1, dated 02/02/2006, “On quality certificates, which should be
submitted by the subjects/companies which will import generators/equipment
with x rays”;

Code of Practice in radiotherapy No. 804/1, dated 15/03/2005;

Code of Practice on protection from radiation in roentgen diagnosis No. 804/2,
dated 15/03/2005;

Code of Practice in nuclear medicine No. 1127, dated 13/04/2005;
Categorization of radioactive substances in RoA No. 4756/2, dated
21/12/2006;

Guidelines on the import-export of radioactive materials No. 4756/1, dated
21/12/2006;

Order No. 37 dated 02/02/2006 “On licensing procedures of hospital centres in
all prefectures”.

33. Current Institutional Framework

The institutions that are responsible for the Nuclear Safety and Protection from
Radiation are: the MoH, the Inter-institutional Committee for Protection from
Radiation (ICPR), the Academy of Sciences — the Institute for Nuclear Physics
and the MoEFWA.
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B.6 SEA and EIA

34. Current Legal Framework

The current legal framework on strategic environmental assessment and
environmental impact assessment consists of the following legal and sub-laws:

Law No. 8934, dated 05.09.2002 “On Environmental Protection” This Law
regulates the relationship between people and environment; protect
environment components; and environmental processes. It provides for the
material conditions on consistent development, completing the necessary
legal framework on constituent requirement implementation for an
ecologically clean environment.

Law No. 9700, dated 26. 03. 2007, “On Environmental Impact Assessment
in the Transboundary Context ”; This Law aims at the environment and
health protection, preventing sensitive negative impacts, which may be
caused by projects or activities that are requires to be developed in
transboundary neighboring territories. This Law is implemented in the
form of projects or activities, as defined in Annex I of the United Nations
Convention “On environment impact assessment, in the transboundary
context”. These projects or activities are required to be implemented in
neighboring territories.

Regulation No. 1, dated 17.08.2004, “On public participation in the
environment impact assessment process”, This Act defines the
requirements, rules and obligatory procedures, assuring public
participation in EIA Process, conforming to all environmental legislation
requirements

Law No. 8990, dated 23.01.2003, “On Environmental Impact Assessment”
This Law aims to ensure:

General assessment; integrated and timely environment impacts; projects
or activities which require to be implemented; prevention of environment
negative impacts;

Open and impartial administrated assessment process; participation of
central and local bodies, the public, NGOs for environment, projects’
proposals and legal and natural persons specialized in this field.

DCM No. 103, dated 31.03.2002, “On environment monitoring in the
Republic of Albania”; This Act defines the main index of environment
conditions, impact and pressure in air, land and water, coastal areas,
seaside, forests and biological diversity

DCM no. 249, dated 24.04.2003, “On the Approval of the Document on
Environmental Permission and its Elements”;

DCM no. 805 dated 04.12.2003, “On the Approval of Environmental
Impact Activities List, which Requires Environmental Permission”;
Guideline no 2, dated 21.05.2007, “On the Approval of Environmental
Impact Activities List, application forms and proceeding rules, in
authorization granting and environmental consent from environment
regional agencies”;

Guideline no. 1, dated 30.11.2005, “On service tariffs for environmental
permissions’;




Assessment of Capacity Building Needs of National and Local Stakeholders

Internal Order no. 159, dated 9.10.2003, “On the tasks of regional
environment agencies in renewing environmental permissions”, DCM no.
268, dated 24.04.2003, “On specialists’ certification/licensing on
environment impact assessment and environmental audit”;

35. Regarding international documents, the following have been ratified:

The ESPOO Convention “On Environmental Impact Assessment in the
Trans-boundary Context”;

The strategic environmental assessment protocol of the ESPOO
Convention;

The AARHUS Convention “On the Public Right to Environmental
Information, Public Participation in the Decision-taking Process and
Access to the Justice System”; The AARHUS Convention implementation
strategy has been approved with the aim of implementing its obligations.

Amendments I and II of the ESPOO Convention “On Environmental
Impact Assessment in the Trans-boundary Context”;

The Protocol of pollutant registers and their transferal, as listed in the
AARHUS Convention.

36. Existing Institutional Framework

The Directorate of Environmental Impact Assessment and Permits is in charge

at MOEFWA to coordinate activities on an accurate implementation of this
legislation, to coordinate all the work with Regional Environment
Agencies, and the other MOEFWA departments.

B.7 NATURE PROTECTION

37. Current Legal Framework

Law “On biodiversity protection”, No. 9587, dated 20.07.2006, which
aims to partially approximate the legislation with community environment
Law No. 7875 dated 23.11.1994, “On Hunting and Protection of Wild
Fauna”.

Law No. 9219 dated 08.04.2004, “On some Additions to Law No. 7875,
dated 23.11.1994 “On Hunting and Protection of Wild Fauna”.

Regulation No 1, dated 23.02.2005 “On wild fauna breeding and hunting
development”;

Instruction No. 3, dated 7.6.